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BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

c 
e2 

In the Matter of: 

Albert Gore 
Gore 2000, Inc. 

COMPLAINT 

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 5 437g, and upon information and belief, the New Hampshire 
Republican State Committee (“NHRSC”) brings this complaint to the Federal Election 
Commission (“the Commission”) regarding possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. 5 43 1 et seq. (“FECA” or “the Act”) and Commission 
regulations. at 1 1 C.F.R. 5 1.1 et seq. (“Commission regulations”) by Albert Gore and Gore 2000 
Inc., his principal campaign committee. Specifically, based on publicly available news reports, 
there is reason to believe Mr. Albert Gore and his principal campaign committee violated the Act 
and Commission regulations by accepting prohibited corporate contributions for his Presidential 
campaign. 

Therefore, the Commission should find reason to believe that Mr. Gore and Gore’2000 
Inc. have violated 2 U.S.C. 5 441b and should take appropriate action. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

On July 22, 1999, Mr. Gore’s campaign arranged a campaign trip to the Connecticut 
River in New Hampshire to highlight environmental issues. To prevent Mr. Gore’s “canoe fiom 
getting stuck” during a “photo opportunity,” Pacific Gas & Electric (“PG&E”) kept a dam open 
for 15 hours and released between 97,000,000 gallons of water and 4,000,000,000 gallons of 
water. This “was a highly unusual and complex undertaking that required electricity to be 
rerouted through New England’s power grid. It set off a complicated series of actions by a 
variety of public and private entities that comprise the region’s electric industry.” (See “N.H. 
dam worked overtime, documents say,” attached hereto as exhibit A) 

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

I. Mr. Gore and Gore 2000 Inc. Have Violated the FECA by Accepting a Corporate 
Contribution in Violation of 2 U.S.C. 0 441b. 

A. 

B. 

FECA prohibits corporate contributions to a candidate for federal office. 2 U.S.C. 
8 441b and 11 C.F.R. 5 114.2. 
The FECA defines a corporate contribution to include “any services or anything 
of value made to a candidate or a political committee in connection with” an 
election for Federal office. 2 U.S.C. §441b(b)(2) and 11 C.F.R. 5 114.l(a) 
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C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

. .  

Mr. Gore filed with the Commission on January 4, 1999 formally declaring 
himself a candidate for President of the United States and also filed a Statement of 
Organization for Gore 2000, Inc., his principal campaign committee, on January 
1 1, 1999. (See “Filings,” Attached hereto as exhibit B) 

Publicly available press reports document the extraordinary efforts and expense 
Pacific Gas and Electric undertook to raise the level of the Connecticut River, 
during a drought, to ensure Mr. Gore’s canoe had enough water to float for his 
campaign photo opportunity. (See Exhibit A and “Press Reports,’’ attached hereto 
as exhibit C) 

The value of this contribution, as defined in 2 U.S.C. 5 44 1 b(b)(2) and 1 1 C.F.R.. 
0 1 14.1 (a), has yet to be determine.d. However, press reports have suggested that 
while the water released was converted into electricity and sold, it was not in the 
ordinary course of business for Pacific Gas and Electric. (See Exhibit A and 
“Press Reports,” attached hereto as exhibit C) 

Under the Act and Commission regulations, Mr. Gore was prohibited from 
accepting such contributions from Pacific Electric and Gas. 

Therefore, Mr. Gore and Gore 2000 Inc. are in violation of the Act and of 
Commission regulations. 

CONCLUSION 

There is reason to believe Mr. Gore has violated the FECA and Commission regulations 
for the reasons outlined above. 

Therefore, based upon information and belief as delineated above, the NHRSC 
respectfully requests that the Commission find reason to believe that Mr. Gore and Gore 2000 
Inc. have violated the Act and Commission regulations and to take appropriate action. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ned Hampshire Republican && Committee 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5 day of 1999 

;Ream 
’ Notary Public 
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N.H. dam worked 
overtime, 
documents say 
By Bill Sammon 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

he floodgates of aNew Hampshire dam were kept 
open for 15 b u s  -- more than twice as long as usual -- to prevent Vice President Al Gore's Canoe from 

getting stuck during an environmental photo opportunity 
last monsh. 

The gates were opened at 5 am., or five burs earlier 
than any o k  day that week, according to documts 
provided by Pacific Gas & Electric (PGE), the company 
that operates the clam on the Codnecticut River. 

The documents contradict earlier assertions by PGE 
oEcials that they had opened the floodgates only two 
hours earlier than usual and kept them open only four to 
six hours. Those assertions have been repeated by Gore 
defenders seeking to limit politid Wout from what has 
become known as "Floodgate." 

The shifring stories about how early the dam was 
opened and how long it gushed water come on the heels of 
similarly evolving estimates of how much water was 
released to-keep Mr. Gore's cmoe afloat during the July 22 
excursion. PGE officials initially said b y  released nearly 
4 billion gallons, but Gore defenders later countered that 
the figure was only 97 million. 
PGE spokeswoman Lisa Franklin eventually said 

neither amount was correcf and blamed the initial -- Continued h m  Front Pa@ -- 
4 billion gallon figure on a dam operator who "was 
speciating based on incomplete iPformELfiQn." She 
concurred with a-calculdon by The Washingto~ Times -- 
based on revised PGE data -- that more,thnn half a billion 
gallons had beea released- . .  

The constant revisions and backpedhng by both PGE 
officials and Democratic defenders of Mr. Gore bave 
served to prolong what some Republicans initially 
expected would be a one- or two-day story about an 
embarrassing political-misstep. Eleven days after the canoe 
trip went bust, W P  operatives are still gleefully 
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accused him of hs&g claimed to invent the Ikernk. 
"1 want to thank the Gore press office for their work in 

keeping the story of Gore's hypocrisy flowingf1 
deadpanned Jim Nicholson, chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. " W e  some have accused the vice 
president of being shallow, I tbink his staffhas shown 
remarkable buoyancy and depth." 

Some observers believe Mr. Gore should have acted 
swiftly to contain the damage by acknowledging the river 
raising was ill-advised and perhaps poking firn at himself 
for having been duped into participating in the excursion. 

Instead, the vice president and his staff seemed to 
defensively dodge questions about Mr. Gok's Views on the 
river raising. The vice president denied knowing about the 
water release until the day after .the trip, even though a 
local official insisted she told him on the riverbank after he 
emerged from his canoe. 

Meanwhile, Democrats kept the story afloat by 
disputhg details about when the dam was opened and how 
much water was released. Some even declared the water 
was good for fish, while ozhers ackmowkdged the river 
receded to its low level hours after Mr. Gore's trip 
concluded. 

Ano.rher factor that Seemed to pidong tbe story 6- 
timing. The river was raised in the midst of a record- 
breaking drought that has dried up reservoirs and forced 
water rationing in many parts of the sun-baked Northeast. 

The point was not lost on columnists, cartoonists and 
editorial writers h r n  New Hampshire to New Mexico. 
Additionally, pundits invoked "Floodgatef1 when 
congessiomd Republicans last week sought to repeal a 
Gore-supported regulation that limits rhe amount o f  water 
used in flushing toilets. 

Republicans believe the atmsivc coverage, which 
includes jokes by late-night television comics, is beghning 
to undermine Mr. Gore's reputation on what many see as 
his sigxmture issue, the environment. 

A Fox NewdOpinion Dynamics poll, taken in the wake 
of "Floodgate," found that 44 percent of respondents 
believe "Gore is not the mong envifonmentalist he claims 
to be." Only 29 percent believed that Mr. Gore's 
environmmtal credentials remain inmct 

The poll o f  90s registered voters across the country also 
fouad that 5 1 percent of respondents believe the water was 
released to k e p  Mr. Gore's canoe from getting stuck. Only 
14 percent believed Democratic claims that the water 
release had been planneci anyway, regardless of whether 
the vice president had gone canoeing. 

In the days after the river-raising story was first broken 
by The Washington Times, Miss Franklin repeatedly said 
PGE had merely moved up its previously scheduled release 
of water by two hours to accommodate Mr. Gore- She also 
emphasized that the release was a routine, almost daily, 
occurrence &at lasted four to six hours. 

But detailed PGE documents show that the dam was 
opened at 5 a.m. and remained open until 8 pm., 

http://wvvw.washtimes .com/news/news2. html 8/2/99 
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Gore and the afternoon session was to satisfy demand for 
electricity during peak-usage horn. 

"Typically, the releases occur during the peak periods 
of electricity usage," said Miss Franklin. She 
acknowledged those periods are in the afternoon, when 
fans and air conditioners are working overtime to battle the 
heat wave that is tormenting the region. 

The decision to raise the river, which Democrats have 
ortray4 as barely out of the ordinary, was a-y a Lw unusual and complex undertalcln g that required 

electricity to be rerouted tbrough NW England's power 
grid. It set off a complicated series of actions by a variety 
of public and private entities that comprise the region's 
electric industry. 

It also raised questions about whether the release of 
water amounted to an in-kind campaign contribution fhm 
a private corporation, which is prohibited by fderal 
election law. 

Miss Franklin called such questions "absurd" and 
emphasized that PGE is a lhonpartkn'' corporation. But a 
spokesman at the Federal Elections Commission said they 
would treat any complaint on the matter seriously. 

- FROplT PAGE I POWTI= 1 OPINION I flVESTlGA'TIVE I INJWNATIOFIAL I BUSINESS I LETTERS I SUBSCRi6G 
Copyright Q 1W9 News World Communications, Inc. 
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Politks 

.*.' .. . _  . 

Vice President Al Gore, OP the Codnecticut River on Thursday. A 
local utility had poured ia millions of gallons of water for the trip,. 

but a spokesman for Mr. Gore said the campaign did not ask that it 
be done. 

Credit: Tbc Associated Press 
G.0 to Article 
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AP Headlines 

@ 
Gore Points 'to River Cleanup 

=; 
By A" S. KIMAssociated Bess Writer 

CORNISH, N.H. (AP) - Vice President A1 Gore canoed Thursday down the Comecticut River and 
pointed to its cleanup as an example of how environmental and economic concerns can be addressed 

"Environmental protection and economic growth are not opposing forces, but go hand in hand," the 
Democratic presidential candidate said in a speech on the bank of the river- 

Gore spoke at an event celebrating the river's designation as an American Heritage Ever. Before the 
speech, he took a canoe trip on the river with Remocratic New Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shahem. 

The Connecticut is one of 14 waterways designated as Amdcan Heritage Rivers that qualm for 
special federal money. Go* said $819,000 had been earmarked for various projects related to the 
riVeJr. 

But it was the communities s~rrbundhg the river that he praised for cooperating in their efforts to rid 
it of pollution and preserve it for hture generations. 

"To me, these are more than public policy issues, they are moral issues," he said. "We have to make 
the 23 st century the time we right the environmental wrongs of the past." 

The Connecticut River is intertwined with U.S. history, Gore said, serving as the amin corridor for 
European settlemat of the region in the 17th century and later as a major waterway for boat travel. 

But in the 195Os, it had become so polluted that people taking water samples had to wear gas masks, 
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I he said. 

Cities along other waterways - specifically Chattanooga, Memphis and San Antonio - have 
revitalw themselves by making the effort to "rec~nnect" wirh their rivers, he said. 

Earlier Stories 
J 
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Gore Calls on College Democrats (July 16) 
I Al GO= Courts H ~ S P ~ C  Vote (July 17) 
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AP Headlines 

Gore in Environmental Quandry 
CORNISH, N.H. (AF) - whed Vice President Al Gore paddIed a'canoe dong the Connecticut River 
for a photo opportuniq, he had some help saying afloat. 

Vtilify officials, saying they ~ e f e  acting on B request by the Connecticut River Joint Commission, 
opened a dam and released abut 4 billion gallons to raise the level of the river so Gore's canoe 
wodddt get mck in low water during a campaign visit Thursday. The request came after 
commission members and the Secret Service toured the site before,Gore's Visit. 

-I 
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The Washington T i a s ,  which reported details of the water discharge Friday, quoted a state official 
who suggested that the presidential candidate received special treatment. 

"They won't release water for the fish when we ask them to, but somehow they find themselves able 
to release it for a politician," said John Kassel, director of the Vermont Department of Natural 
Resources, according to the Times. 

But Kassel, who accompained Gore on the came trip, said Friday that the quotes were not accurate. 

"We think it was absolutely appropriate to release those flows," Kassel said. 

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane said no one on Gore's campaign d asked for the water to be 
released. 

"In fact, earlier in the week, we specifically requested that the water flow not be altesed in any shape, 
way or form because of OUT visit. Our understandmg is that the increased flow has had nothing but a 
positive impact on the environmerlt," Lehane said. 

Deputy maxwging editor Fran Coombs said The Times stood by the story "as written and reported." 

Earlier Stories 

Dam W a w  Released for Gore Photo (July 23) . r  
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